
Covid-19 Written answer reports 
Week beginning 2nd November  

 
2/11/2020 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it will provide an update on the publication of revised 

guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in schools and the early learning 

and childcare sector.(S5W-32932) 

John Swinney: Revised guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in 

schools was published earlier today, Friday 30 October. Guidance for the early 

learning and childcare sector is expected to be published later today. 

 

Keeping schools, early learning and childcare settings and childcare safe, open 

and welcoming remains our shared priority. Our guidance has been updated 

and strengthened to help achieve that, and to support the 
extraordinary work that local authorities, and staff in school and childcare settings 
across Scotland, are doing to deliver education to our children and 

young people in such challenging circumstances. 
 
The revised guidance takes account of the new Strategic Framework for COVID-

19, and refreshed scientific and public health advice from the Advisory Sub-Group 

on Education and Children’s Issues. It has benefited from input from a range of key 

stakeholders, including members of the COVID-19 Education Recovery Group and 

the ELC Workstream Group. 

 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action was taken to provide school meal vouchers during 
the October 2020 school holidays, and what plans it has for the Christmas holidays. 
(S5W-32714) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is making a £30 million package available 

to local authorities to support people facing financial insecurity as a result of COVID-

19. 

 

£10 million from this funding package will be used to enable local authorities to 

provide free school meals, or an alternative provision to free school meals, to 

eligible families during the forthcoming Christmas and February mid-term holidays. 

Funding will also be provided to local authorities to cover the Easter holidays in 

2021. 

 
Local authorities which continued to make provision available to eligible families 

during the recent October mid-term holidays will also be reimbursed through this 

funding package. 

 
4/11/2020 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether teachers have adequate time to provide 

pupils who are self-isolating with consistent support and materials as well as fulfilling 

their obligations to other pupils who are in school. 



Holding answer issued: 04 November 2020  (S5W-32357) 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 
5/11/2020 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the exam diet timetable for 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses in 2021. (S5W-33030) 

John Swinney: I set out to Parliament on 7 October that due to unavoidable 

circumstances all National 5 exams in 2021 would be cancelled, and that a 

delayed Higher and Advanced Higher exam diet commencing on 13 May would go 

ahead. 

 
The SQA has been developing the detail of the exams timetable for 2021 and has 

assessed that there is a significant risk that a large number of candidates would face 

sitting two Higher exams in a single day, and which could occur on a number of days 

across the currently planned slightly compressed diet. 

 
We must be mindful of the burden that the approach to awarding in 2021 places on 

learners. On balance, I believe that bringing the start of the exam diet forward by a 

few days to 10 May will reduce the incidences of excessive candidate burden 

occurring, with minimal impact on reduced learning time. The SQA will be very 

shortly publishing the detailed exams timetable for 2021. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether teachers have adequate time to provide pupils who 
are self-isolating with consistent support and materials as well as fulfilling their 
obligations to other pupils who are in school. (S5W-32357) 
 

Holding answer issued: 04 November 2020 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what additional support it has provided to help parents 

of autistic children with home learning. (S5W-32419) 

John Swinney: We recognise that children and young people with additional 

support needs, including those with autism may be finding this difficult time 

particularly challenging. 

 

The Scottish Government has developed a range of information and guidance, to 

help support all children and young people, including those with autism when 

learning at home. This includes: comprehensive guidance to help support 

continuity for children and young people’s learning for the term ahead; updating 

the Autism Toolbox to include a section on coronavirus, which provides 

information and signposting on supporting autistic learners at home, information 

on the Parent Club website specifically for parents and carers and guidance on 

the re-opening of schools. 

 



Local authorities developed a range of creative ways to support children and young 

people with a wide range of needs during this challenging time. This includes 

creating opportunities for distance and online learning and the use of a range of 

learning resources which can be adapted to meet the learning needs of all children 

and young people. 

 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29950 by John Swinney on 1 

July 2020, how much financial support has been provided since April 2020 to 

organisations and charities that run outdoor activity centres, and what other 

assistance has been provided. (S5W-32543) 

Richard Lochhead: As set out in the answer to question S5W-29950, the Scottish 

Government has provided a package of support to outdoor education centres 

impacted by the pandemic. We continue to be committed to supporting centres 

and we have been in regular contact with sector representatives since May 2020 

to provide support during this challenging period. 

 

Organisations whose activities include running outdoor centres have benefited from 

Scottish Government funding. Boys’ Brigade Scotland and Scouts Scotland both 

received £60,000 to support the outcomes of the Children, Young People and 

Families Early Intervention Fund and Adult Learning and Empowering Communities 

Fund (CYPFEI & ALEC Fund). The Boys’ Brigade and Scouts Scotland have also 

received approximately £30,000 of support through our Wellbeing Fund. 

 
The £25m Third Sector Resilience Fund has also supported a wide range of 
third sector organisations, including: 

 
• Scottish Outdoor Education Centres Limited - £98,465 

• Adventure Centre for Education - £16,259 
• Aerial Adventures, Livingston - £15,547 

• Teen Ranch Scotland - £75,251 

On 22 October 2020 the Scottish Government announced a new £2m fund to 
support residential outdoor education centres impacted by the pandemic. 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what planning is in place to respond to any national or localised 

school closures as a result of COVID-19. (S5W-32586) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to working with partners 

to keep schools safe, open and welcoming. However, in the event of any localised 

closures due to COVID-19, school reopening guidance makes clear that local 

authorities and schools should have robust contingency plans in place to support 

remote learning. 

 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what plans are in place for extra support for pupils to respond to any 

new school closures because of COVID-19 and catch up on lost class time. (S5W-

32588) 



John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging remote learning in the event of school 

closures, instances where pupils need to self-isolate or where pupils need further 

support to catch up on learning, rests with individual schools and local authorities. 

This is set out in the Scottish Government's Coronavirus 

recovery guidance for schools. 
 
In order to broaden the options available to schools, Education Scotland is 

working with local government via the national e-learning partnership to extend 

the provision of e-learning options across the Broad General Education and 

Senior Phase. Further information about the national e- learning partnership is 

available at: 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/ 

new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across- scotland/ 

 

To improve access to digital devices, the Scottish Government is investing 

£25m to provide around 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions for 

disadvantaged children and young people. 

 

To expand the options available to schools - including non digital options - 

Education Scotland launched its "Scotland Learns" initiative. This provides 

resources to schools, newsletters to teachers and parents and learning activities 

covering the key themes of literacy & English, numeracy & mathematics and 

health & wellbeing. 

 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what planning is in place for a potential return to blended learning in 

schools, and what barriers it has identified that might have to be dealt with to 

ensure that this is successful. (S5W-32589) 

John Swinney: Responsibility for making the appropriate arrangements for 

remote learning rests with individual schools and local authorities. This is set out 

in the Scottish Government's Coronavirus recovery guidance for schools. 

 

To improve the availability of e-learning options, Education Scotland is leading the 

national e-learning partnership, working with the Association of Directors of 

Education (ADES) to expand the national offer of e-learning available to support 

contingency plans developed by local authorities and schools. Further information 

is available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/ 

new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across- scotland/ 
 

To improve access to digital devices the Scottish Government is investing 

£25m to provide around 70,000 devices 18,000 connectivity solutions for 
disadvantaged children and young people. 
 
To ensure there is sufficient teaching staff within schools the Scottish Government 

is investing £75m to councils to recruit additional teachers, as well as £5m to 

recruit teaching assistants or other education support staff. 



 
To improve professional development to teachers, Education Scotland has 

expanded its professional development support, delivering 45 webinars to around 

5,000 practitioners since March 2020. 
 

To ensure that parents are provided with advice and support, the Scottish 

Government commissioned the National Parent Forum of Scotland to develop a 

Nutshell guide on blended learning. 

 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what review it has carried out of the blended learning that took place 

in spring 2020, and whether this included an analysis of any discrepancies 

between schools in the provision of study materials and the extent of teachers’ 

marking of pupils’ work. (S5W-32590) 

John Swinney: During the course of Term 4 2019-20, Education Scotland 

gathered a range of evidence on the approach to remote learning being taken 

across local authority areas. This work looked at the use of the Glow platform, use 

of live/synchronised learning by teachers and use of websites to share information. 

Education Scotland's analysis indicated that in May 2020, over 430,000 unique 

users accessed Glow, almost double the number of users from the same period in 

2019. In the same month, those users accessed Glow 11.4m times, around 4 times 

the usage of the same period in 2019. 

 
Further qualitative evidence is being gathered via Education Scotland's "What 

Scotland Learned" initiative. This will include the sharing of examples of remote 

learning during the period of Scotland-wide school closures in Spring 2020. 

 

Education Scotland will continue to engage with local authorities and schools in 

order to monitor the approach to remote learning. The Covid Education Recovery 

Group will fulfil a further role in helping to work across organisational and 

structural boundaries, providing a forum for open discussion about what is 

working and where improvement is needed. 

 

Detailed data on teachers' marking and assessment of pupils' work is not gathered 

at national level. 

 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government how many schools have experienced a COVID-19 outbreak, also 

broken down by how many (a) have had to temporarily close and (b) school 

weeks have been lost. (S5W-32601) 

John Swinney: Public Heath Scotland has been engaging in a preliminary review 

of a sample of COVID-19 incidents in schools. The work is in its early stages and 

much more work needs to be done to build on the preliminary analysis and 

confirm the findings. However, the Scottish Government is committed to working 

with partners to keep schools safe, open and welcoming. In the event of any 

localised closures due to COVID-19, school reopening guidance makes clear that 

local authorities and schools should have robust contingency plans in place to 

support remote learning. 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/


 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that colleges are 

able to deal with any backlog of coursework marking to allow students to progress 

to the next level of their studies. (S5W-32679) 

Richard Lochhead: We continue to work closely with the college sector on the 

best approach on all matters relating to the current situation to ensure students 

receive the best educational experience whilst remaining safe. We are absolutely 

clear that learners should continue to have their achievements recognised and 

awarded, such that they can continue with their chosen pathways, whatever that 

may be. 

 

We recognise that it is important that students have the opportunity to continue 

with their learning. Limiting access to education has a negative impact on their 

personal development, their wellbeing and life chances. 

 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

how many COVID-19 cases associated with (a) primary and (b) secondary schools 

there have been in each week since 11 August 2020. (S5W-32702) 

John Swinney: Weekly surveillance data on cases among children of school age 

are published by Public Health Scotland (PHS) with the weekly statistical report: 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population- health/covid-

19/covid-19-statistical-report/ . This includes data by week for primary and 

secondary age group children. 

 

Not all of these children will be school pupils (particularly at the lower and upper 

age extremes), and not all will have been present in school during their illness or 

infectious period. 

 
A more detailed report of testing data from Term 1 of the 2020/21 academic year, 

including the distribution of cases by school type and area, will be published by PHS 

in late-November 2020. 

 

Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government how many cases of suspected COVID-19 transmission have been 

linked to (a) (i) primary, (ii) secondary and (iii) all schools and (b) colleges, broken 

down by NHS board area. (S5W-32818) 

John Swinney: These data are not currently available from Public Health 

Scotland (PHS). 

 

A more detailed report of testing data from Term 1 of the 2020-21 academic year, 

including the distribution of cases by school type and area, will be published by 

PHS in late-November 2020. 

 

Also, analysis of linkages between pupil cases and contacts in schools in Term 1 

of the 2020-21 academic year is currently ongoing. Publication of findings relating 

to the primary school settings is planned for early December 2020. 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/

